
 
 
With the Provincial  
Charity Steward on board 
to receive a cheque for 
£2,500, Old Rectory 
Lodge Charity Steward 
Mike Harper, pictured right,  
had every right to be 
pleased with the results of 
the Lodge's 12th Solent 
Boat Trip. Although Mike 
is photographed looking 
away at the moment of 
the presentation, I am  
reliably informed that this 
was due to an over  
indulgence of the rum  
ration by the photogra-
pher, and not because 
Mike had just knocked his 
beer over! Peter Jones 
PrGChStwd seems 

happy, grinning like the 
Cheshire Cat, and why 
not? It had been another 
wonderful day of fundrais-
ing for the Festival.  
With four coaches picking 
up at several points 
around the Province and 

with several other parties,  
including one of fifteen 
people organised by 
WBro John Byford the 
PrGChStwd of the  
Masonic Province of  
Sussex, making their own 
way to Southampton, this  

 
 

year's trip has turned out 
to be the most successful 
yet. 300 passengers 
boarded the charter boat 
'Ocean Scene' at South-
ampton docks as the tem-
perature soared to 30°C. 
The Old Rectory Worship-
ful Master Bill Tompkins, 
is pictured, left, presenting 
the cheque to Peter 
Jones. In addition, two 
other donations of £300 
each from the proceeds 
of a raffle were made to 
the RNLI and Prostate 
Cancer Charities.  
Huge thanks go to Mike 
and First Lieutenant Mrs 
Viv Harper. Behind every 
good man. . . .    Editor  
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A combined garden party, fete and pig roast was 
held on Sat 5th July 2008 in the garden of WBro 
and Mrs Kevin Tomes. WBro and Mrs Eddie Lamb  
assisted in the event's organisation. Both brethren 
are members of St Edburg's Lodge in Bicester.  
WBro Ivan Coupe, Cherwell Lodge, had a hot time 

roasting the pig.  
Tombola,  
bric-a-brac,  
classic 
cars, glider 
static display, 
skittle alley,  
coconut shy, 
giant chess, 
and much 

more, added to the occasion. They were  
further assisted in the organising and fund 
raising by members of the Oxford, Woodstock, 
Henley, Bicester, Thame and Banbury  
Masonic Centres.  
The Kennington Oxford Band under the       

baton of WBro Ron  
Sudworth, enter-
tained the crowds 
throughout the day 
with their repertoire 
of wonderful music. 
       The results of 
the face painting 
stall are clearly 
shown on the faces of Ivan Coupe's two grand-
children. The children didn't have it all their own 

way though as (see photo left) Mary 
and Kevin Tomes demonstrated, with 
the Stars & Stripes and the Square 
and Compasses respectively.  

Patriotism was further in evidence 
when two brethren flew the Union 
Jack at their popular skittle alley.  
Ample food and beverages added 
to the overall enjoyment.  
With a last minute mystery dona-
tion of £5.83 the day raised a  
total of £1,000 for the Oxfordshire 
20-11 Festival. A further mystery: 
Who are the skittle Alley boys?  
Please let me know.        Editor. 

Mystery: Who are the  
Skittle Alley boys? 


